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Foreword

Migration has contributed enormously to the society we are today. It has provided us
with very significant economic benefits and has given us an Australia that is a vibrant,

harmonious and culturally diverse place to live.

But migration today has many complex parts -

e As a result of increasing globalisation, we are living in a world where we must
compete as never before with other nations for skilled migrants and temporary
entrants.

e As a part of the global community we have very important humanitarian
obligations.

e As a government we have to respond to community needs and maintain a strong
commitment to family migration.

e In population terms we face a number of issues related to an ageing population, the

environment and increasing emigration of skilled Australians.

It is the complex and dynamic nature of these migration issues that make it so important
that we have conferences like Migration : Benefiting Australia. They allow people the
opportunity to listen to the informed views of others and also offer people the
opportunity to put forward new and challenging ideas. These ideas can in turn have a

strong influence on migration policy, not just for today, but for the years ahead.

These proceedings are the definitive record of what was a very successful conference.

Within these pages you will find the views of international authorities on migration as

well as our own Australian experts on our population future, the economic and social
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effects of migration and humanitarian resettlement. Also, because migration is
something that affects the wider society, some of Australia's leading business and

community leaders offer their own perspectives.

Finally, in the interests of a vigorous and healthy debate, I am happy to say that these
proceedings include an address to the conference on the subject of population policy, by

Julia Gillard MP, Shadow Minister for Population and Immigration.

In these proceedings you will find a wealth of ideas. While you might not agree with
everything that has been written, I am sure you will be stimulated and challenged by it.
I therefore commend these proceedings to you, not only as a reminder of a very

successful conference but as a useful information resource for the future.

Philip Ruddock
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